
 
 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Question: What are the requirements to enroll in your program? 
 
Answer: All you need to do is provide proof that you have a BA degree from an 
accredited institution with a 2.95 GPA or higher, submit your resume and you can 
be admitted to our program. Once admitted you can receive your certification 
immediately after taking and passing the Michigan Test for Teacher Certification in 
your desired area of certification. If you do not have a 2.95 all hope is not lost! Feel 
free to contact us for more details on our cohort GPA calculation. 
 
Question: My degree is in a non-education related area. Is this too unrelated to 
education to enroll in your program? 
 
Answer: Regardless of what your degree is, you can teach in any area as long as 
you pass the Michigan Test For Teacher Certification. So, if you want to teach 
elementary, you simply take and pass the elementary test. If you want to teach 
science, you simply take that test and pass. You are not limited by your degree. 
Once you pass the MTTC and are admitted to the program, you receive immediate 
certification and are able to teach in Michigan schools. You take your courses online 
while you are working as a teacher.  
  
Question: How do I sign up to take the MTTC? 
 
Answer: On our website under “Admission” you will see various links regarding the 
MTTC.  To sign up, click the link that says, “Test Dates and Sites”. You will be able 
to register for the test, pay the test fee, search for testing sites near you and much 
more. You will see information for taking the test online on the left and information 
about the paper test on the right. We encourage you to take the online tests as 
they are offered year-round by appointment as opposed to set dates for the paper 
tests.  
 
 



Question: I need some study material for the tests. Is there somewhere I can get 
something like that? 
  
Answer: Yes, on our site under the MTTC link you will link to study guides, practice 
tests, and other prep material. You can also practice the concepts using Kahn 
Academy online....it’s free!! 
 
Question: Does #TEACH help applicants to find a teaching position in their area? 
 
Answer: Yes, we currently allow districts to post jobs on our site and have provided 
a job search function for #TEACH residents. Also, if you go to our site, look under 
“Our Program” and click the job placement assistance link. This will take you to the 
Top Tier Teachers site. Top Tier Teachers has now partnered with Training 
Educators And Creating Hope (#T.E.A.C.H.)! Through this partnership, individuals 
that enroll in the #T.E.A.C.H. Alternative Route to Teacher Certification Program are 
provided the opportunity interview online with the Top Tier Teachers "digital 
interview" system and complete a profile. Because #T.E.A.C.H. has already 
purchased the interviews, employers are able to access them free of charge. This 
means more opportunities for you to be hired! 
 
Question: How many course credits are required to gain my certification? 
 
Answer: While MDE only requires 12 credit hours, we offer 14.75 credits in our 
program. This includes additional coursework in Restorative Practices and 
classroom management. 
 
Question: Do I have to take the MTTC before I am admitted, or am I admitted and 
then take the MTTC? 
 
Answer: While you are not required to take and pass the MTTC before you are 
admitted, you must pass the test prior to receiving your interim certification. To be 
clear, to gain full admission to our program you must apply to #T.E.A.C.H. on our 
website, have your official transcripts mailed to us, upload your unofficial 
transcripts showing the awarding of your degree and GPA and submit a resume. 
 
 
 



Question: Does my score on the MTTC affect whether I received my interim 
certification?  
 
Answer: No, you just must pass the test. 
 
Question: I am currently a certified teacher, but I am seeking an additional 
endorsement. Can I obtain an additional certification through your program? 
 
Answer: Yes! You can absolutely obtain an additional certification via #T.E.A.C.H.  
Like other candidates, you must submit proof of a degree or higher and a 2.95 GPA 
and you must take and pass the MTTC test for your additional endorsement area.  
However, because you have already taken education courses, we will give you 
credit for some of your prior work and a small discount on the overall program 
price. 
 
Question: What is the cost of the program and do you have payment options? 
 
Answer: The enrollment fee is $275 and the program fee is $5,925.  We have both 
payment plans and financing options.  Please to our website and click the “Pricing” 
tab for more information. 
 
Question: I see that I can apply to your program before I take and pass the MTTC 
test. However, what if the test is not passed?  Am I able to enroll before my re-
take?  
  
Answer: Yes, you can enroll before passing the MTTC. However, per MDE 
guidelines, you cannot receive your interim certification without a passing MTTC 
Score on one or more MTTC tests. 
 
Question: Is the enrollment ongoing or only at beginning of fall/spring/summer 
semester?  
 
Answer: Our admissions process is on a rolling basis, so you can apply at any time. 
 
 
 
 



Question: I already took and passed the MTTC test. Do these test scores expire? 
 
Answer: MTTC Scores are good for five years. If the scores are older than five years 
old at the time of your application, you will have to retake the test(s). 
 
Question: I need to work full-time to pay my bills. Is there a way I can do student-
teaching while getting paid, or do I need to find a "night" job?   
 
Answer: #T.E.A.C.H. candidates can teach as full-time contracted teachers. It's 
essentially on the job so there is no student teaching requirement. You will take 
your courses while you are working. They are all online and self-paced. 
 
Question: I am interested in getting certified in two areas. Can I take one to get 
started and then add another subject later? 
  
Answer: No, you can only add at the start of the program. Otherwise, you would 
have to complete the full three years of the program with the one you started with 
before you can do the other. Also, when you get certified in two or more areas, you 
are required to teach full time in each certified area for at least 12 weeks over the 
3 years of the program.  
 
Question: I have a degree in Early Childhood Education. My problem is that I am 
not certified. Would this program benefit me? 
  
Answer: Unfortunately, alternative certification programs are not allowed to 
certify in early childhood or special education. However, you would be able to get 
certified in any other area. 
 
Question: Can the program be paid through Financial AID FAFSA Student Loans?   
  
Answer: No, only colleges can receive federal student aid. However, we do have 
two finance options and several payment plans. 
 
 
 
 



Question: Is there a way I can get my teaching certificate while I am going to 
school? I am going into the second semester of my freshman year.   
  
Answer: For this program, the admissions criteria are a BA degree from an 
accredited institution, a 2.95 GPA and a passing score on the MTTC. Unless this is 
your second BA degree you would not qualify. 
 
Question: I looked at course offerings and I noticed that the courses are not 
related to my content area. Most of the areas covered are ones that I have 
already learned through my Masters program and professional development. Is 
there a way that I can take courses that directly relate to teaching my content?   
  
The way alternative certification works is that you show evidence of your content 
knowledge by passing the MTTC. As an alternative certification provider, our job is 
to train you how to teach the content effectively. None of the alternative 
certification programs offer specific content courses as that is not how MDE 
designed the programs. However, because you have already taken courses in a 
college of education, we can grant credit some of the courses you see listed. 
 
Question: I have recently decided on a career change and am very interested in 
teaching secondary school theatre/drama. How/Where do I start?       
  
Answer: The first step is to simply complete our online application. There you will 
be able to upload your resume, transcripts, etc.  
  
According to MDE, “a specific endorsement is not needed to teach a course called 
“Theater/ Performance.” School districts are free to assign any teacher who 
provides evidence of professional development related to theater and holds a 
certificate for the grade level at which the course is offered.”   
 
Therefore, you can get certified in any secondary area and be able to teach that 
subject as well as theater/performance.  
 
 
 


